
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Education Week is an annual celebration of NSW public education and the achievements of our schools, 
students, and education system. We celebrated Education Week from Monday 26 to Friday 30 July 2021. 
The theme for 2021 is Lifelong Learners. 
It is an appropriate theme for our school. At Francis Greenway High School, our goal is to instil a love of 
learning and for students to gain an appreciation for the opportunities that education can provide them. We 
are committed to partnering with our diverse community, to nurture responsible and successful learners 
focused on personal growth and academic excellence. We work towards ensuring students will exit school 
having experienced learning that is personalised, captures their individual interests and talents, and 
illustrates growth in their learning with the completion of the HSC, accessing of further education or 
employment. 
Each year in Education Week we show our appreciation for school members that make a special 
contribution to our school community. This year, I was pleased to award two students with Excellence in 
Student Achievement Awards. Bailey Eveleigh and Sophie Murray have volunteered in our breakfast club 
program for an extensive period of time. Both students work behind the scenes preparing food and 
beverages for our students, three mornings a week. Our breakfast club provides a vital service to our 
community, and it can only operate with the generosity of the staff and students who volunteer their time. 
Congratulations Bailey and Sophie and thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish our school community health and happiness throughout this winter period. 
 
Ben Higginbottom 
Relieving Principal 
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UP AND COMING EVENTS 
~ 

Monday August 9 - 20 
HSC Trials 

~ 
Monday August 16 - 20 

Yr 11 Construction Work 
Experience 

~ 
Tuesday August 10 

P & C Meeting 
Library 
6:00pm 

TBC 
~ 

Wednesday August 18 
Mini Lessons 

10:45am – 12:30pm 
~ 

Monday August 23 – September 3 
VALID Yr 10 Examination 

~ 
Tuesday August 31 

Port Waratah Coal Excursion 
9:00am – 1:00pm 

 
 

 
 
 

Successful Learners ~ Supportive Environment 



FROM THE DEPUTIES 

A concern for the health of our young people. 

We have a strong concern for some of our students due to the use of vapes. 

Vaping hasn't been around long enough for us to know how it affects the body over time. But health experts are reporting serious lung damage in 
people who vape, including some deaths. 

E-Cigarettes or 'vaping' is a health and safety concern for students and young people in our community who are often unaware of  the risks 
associated with the practice. 

The NSW Department of Education has advised schools that students should not bring e-cigarettes or e-cigarette accessories onto school 
premises or use them during school-based activities.  

Consistent with the Department of Education and school policy - vaping, selling, or being in the possession of e-cigarettes will result 

in disciplinary action that may lead to a student being suspended from school.  The discipline policy for Francis Greenway 

High School is consistent with the Department of Education. Vaping is the act of inhaling a vapour produced by an e-cigarette or 

electronic vaporizer. The vapour can contain nicotine and other substances and may expose users to chemicals and toxins which  are harmful 

to your health. The devices are small and can be easily hidden in a pocket or bag. The most popular disposable vapes resemble large USB 

sticks or highlighter pens. The Public Health (Tobacco) Act 2008 was amended in 2015 to define e-cigarettes and e-cigarette accessories to 

be separate from tobacco products. The Act makes many of the provisions that apply to tobacco products also apply to e-cigarettes and e-

cigarette accessories. The Act makes it an offence: 

• to sell e-cigarettes and e-cigarette accessories to persons aged under 18, and 

• for adults to buy e-cigarettes and e-cigarette accessories on behalf of persons aged under 18. 

Parents, Carers, and the community can support the school and our students by being informed about this ongoing concern and to speak to  
their children about making positive decisions. Additional information to support parents and carers, community, and students can be found at: 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/tobacco/Pages/electronic-cigarettes.aspx 

Vaping puts nicotine into the body. Nicotine is highly addictive and can: 

• slow brain development in kids and teens and affect memory, concentration, learning, self-control, attention, and mood  

• increase the risk of other types of addiction as adults 

E-cigarettes also: 

• irritate the lungs 

• may cause serious lung damage and even death 

• can lead to smoking cigarettes and other forms of tobacco use 

How Can Parents Help? 

To help kids understand the risks of vaping and take control of their health, you can: 

• Share this just-for-teens version article with your child 

• Suggest that your child look into local programs and websites that help people quit vaping. Your health care provider can help you 

and your child find the right support.  

• Monitor the spending of their pocket money. Be mindful in behavioural changes.  

• Know their peers and friendship groups.  

• Lend your support as your teen tries to quit.  

• Set a good example by taking care of your own health. If you smoke or vape, make the commitment to quit.  

Talk to your kids about the reports of serious lung damage, and even deaths, in people who vape. 

 

 

 

FROM THE FRONT OFFICE 

Camp Rock the Musical – Cancelled 

Attention Parents/Carers 

Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions we have had  to cancel our School Musical. The money you have paid for tickets may be used for investing 
in your child’s education as fees paid in advance which may be used for any school costs including subject fees or excursions. This money will roll 
over with your child, so may be used for their fees or excursions for next year. 

If you would prefer a refund via electronic funds transfer, please contact us for a refund form.  Forms may be emailed to you or collected from 
Student Services. To finalise figures, we ask that you return your form to the Front Office by Monday August 16 (Week 6).  

Natalie Conway 

Deputy Principal Years 8 & 10 

 

Kylie Lake                                                                      

Deputy Principal Years 7 & 9 (Relieving) 

 

Damien Brownsmith 
Deputy Principal Years 11 & 12 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/tobacco/Pages/electronic-cigarettes.aspx
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/smoking.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/e-cigarettes.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/quit-smoking.html


Any forms or requests that are not returned by the above date the refund will automatically be applied as fees paid in advance for your child. 

Thank you for your understanding in these uncertain times. 

Uniform Shop – New operating Hours 

From Monday August 9 (Week 5) the new operating hours for the Uniform Shop (Alinta) are Tuesday 1:30-3:30pm and Thursday 1:30-3:30pm. 

Have Your Details Changed? 

It is imperative that yours and your child’s information is kept up to date in our system. If they are not up to date, especially in an emergency, and 
we are unable to contact you, it may cause extra stress on your child. 

This includes change of phone numbers, home address, email, and emergency contacts. Attached to this newsletter you will find a change of 
details form. If you’re unsure if your details are up to date, please fill out the attachment and return to the Front Office or scan and email to  
francisgre-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Thank you for your support in our effort to have up-to-date records. 

Corina Smith 
School Administrative Manager 

ENGLISH 

A warm welcome back to Term 3 from the English Faculty at FGHS. This term we have welcomed two new staff members on a temporary basis. 
Mr Timothy Connell is currently replacing Miss Lake and Miss Stacey Parmenter is replacing Miss Griggs. Please say a friendly hello when you 
see their faces around the school. 

Already all year groups are well into the swing of things with their current units for Term 3. In Year 7, students are completing a new unit called 
‘Survivor’. They are focusing on poetry as their core text and will be completing an imaginative response for their assessment task. Year 8 are 
currently studying ‘Vignettes of Childhood’ and are working hard at honing their writing skills with a focus on figurative and descriptive language. 
They will also be studying a film and completing an imaginative response as their assessment task.  

Year 9 students are already deep into the world of gothic horror – BOO! These students are studying a variety of texts, from prose and feature 
length films to short stories and poems. Once they have immersed themselves in the conventions of the gothic horror genre, they too will be 
composing an imaginative response. Whereas Year 10, ‘they have made worms’ meet of me!’ Yes, that’s right, all classes are studying 
Shakespearean Transformations this term with Romeo and Juliet as their core text. They will be composing a discursive response for their 
assessment task.  

In the senior years, Year 11 English Studies students are studying the module We Are Australian and are examining a range of texts to shape their 
understanding of community and cultural identity. Year 11 English Standard Students are completing a Close Study of Novel, with The Story of 
Tom Brennan as their core text. Year 11 English Advanced is undertaking a critical study of literature through the study of William Shakespeare's 
tragic play, Othello. 

Lastly, in Year 12, English Studies students are completing Module K: The Big Screen. Year 12 English Standard are exploring Module 
A: Language, Culture, and Identity. They are studying the film, 'One Night 
the Moon,' and investigating the ways in which issues of Aboriginal and 
European identities and relations are represented in this textual form. Year 
12 English Advanced are currently doing Module B: Critical Study of 
Literature. They are studying Good Night and Good Luck and exploring the 
context of 1950s McCarthyism and the Bush Administration to discuss ideas 
around freedom of speech and the press. 

Year 12 parents and students are reminded that the Trial HSC Examinations 
are to be held in Weeks 5 and 6. Students should be completing practise 
questions and submitting all drafts for feedback from their respective 
teachers. As always, please speak to your child’s individual classroom 
teacher if you have any concerns regarding their progress in English.  

Laura Tonkin 
Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAPA 

Some exciting times and opportunities arising in CAPA this month. This Friday Year 12 have completed their HSC drama trials. Well done to the 
students on all their hard work and dedication to their studies.  

In other news our actors, musicians and stage crew involved in the school musical have worked so hard to contribute to our amazing production of 
‘Camp Rock’. Unfortunately, due to some Covid 19 hiccups, all live performances of the musical have been cancelled. Even though this news has 
been tough to accept, our amazing students’ efforts will not be wasted as we will be filming the musical later in the term. This will allow students 
and parents to see all the hard work that went into the production. Special shoutout to the cast and crew for being so resilient, despite all the hurdles 
on the way. To receive a refund on your Camp Rock ticket, please contact the school for further information.  

mailto:francisgre-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au


We have a small stage band up and running this term. Currently we have some nine students playing a bangin’ line up of rock music. Rehearsals 
run at lunch time and expressions of interest are very welcome! Come and see Miss Cosato if you are interested in joining a band!   

Week 5 this term will see the start of our Drama ensemble. Drama ensemble is a great opportunity to make friends and have some fun within the 
Creative Arts. Drama ensemble will run at lunch times and expressions of interest are also welcome. If there are any students interested, please 
see Mrs Holland for further information. 

Alex Cosato 
Teacher 
 

MATHS 

In maths this term, our senior students are preparing for their exams with Year 12 students getting ready for their trial exams in the next few weeks. 
Good luck Year 12! 

Our Year 9 students have been learning about data and statistics and using their own fitness data from PD/H/PE to learn about analysing and 
presenting data. 

The maths faculty would like to congratulate Year 10 on being consistent with bringing their devices to school! Our Stage 5.2 students have made 
regular use of their devices in class and assignments and have the opportunity to demonstrate their mathematical understanding using Desmos 
next week.  

The maths faculty would like to shout out some of our Mighty Mathematicians from this month. These students have made a consistent start to 
Term 3 and should come to the maths staffroom to collect their prize. 

Year 7- Daniel Graham 

Year 8- Luke Budden 

Year 9- Abbigail Woods 

Year 10- Zak Stanton 

Year 11- Chloe Mould  

Year 12- Jeremy Wang 
Mitchell Howard 
Teacher 

 
HSIE 

It is great to see students at school after the holiday break. If you have any concerns or queries about your student’s learning in HSIE, please do 
not hesitate to get in contact with your child’s HSIE teacher. Term 3 offers a broad curriculum for all students in HSIE including: 

 

Year Topic(s) 

7 ▪ Place and Liveability 

8 
▪ Medieval Europe 
▪ Polynesian Expansion Across the Pacific 

9 ▪ Environmental Change and Management 

10 
▪ Rights and Freedoms 
▪ Migration 

 
Assessment Tasks will be issued in the coming weeks. Year 7 are looking at the local Beresfield area Geography, Year 8 are completing a source 
analysis study to build writing skills in History, Year 9 are looking at local area issues in Geography and Year 10 are completing a look at historical 
government policies in relation to Indigenous people in History. If your child needs additional help outside of the time provided in class, please 
encourage them to make use of the Learning/Homework Centre on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 3:00pm-4:30pm. 

Chris Perry 
Head Teacher 
 

 

WELLBEING TEAM 

Student Centred – Learning Focused – Wellbeing Driven 

Silent Disco 
Students and staff had an enjoyable end to the term with a Silent Disco which was run by Silent Sounds. This 
is one of our most popular student wellbeing initiatives of the year and a great way to end a busy and 
productive term. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Year 7 2022 Transition Calendar – Term 3 
Last term, Year 6 students had their first visit to FGHS and engaged in a social afternoon. Students participated in a range of team building activities 
and were able to start meeting their peers for high school. On Wednesday, August 18, Year 6 students will have another opportunity to meet the 
FGHS staff and participate in ‘mini lessons’ across the key learning areas. It is a great day and allows students to navigate their way around their 
new school. Further information in regard to transportation will be provided by your child’s primary school.  

Mission Australia – Youth Survey 
Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 will have the opportunity to participate in the Mission Australia Youth Survey. The survey provides a platform for 
young people aged 15 to 19 to ‘speak up’ about the issues that really concern them. Each year, the Youth Survey gives valuable insights into the 
lives of young Australians and an understanding of their aspirations, values, concerns, and ambitions. If you would like more information or do not 
want your child to participate please contact Laura George.  

Laura George 
Head Teacher 

 

ABORIGINAL EDUCATION 

Driving Program 
In term two we were lucky enough to have Gordon Driver Licensing Program provide training for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students who were eligible to attain their learner driver’s license. After Kylie, the facilitator, 
did two intense days of educating them on all the road rules, five students went to sit their tests and we are happy 
to report that all five students now have their Ls. We want to extend a massive thank you to Gordon Driver Licensing 
Program for giving our school the opportunity, our kids the knowledge and, the beautiful Kylie, for all of her hard 
work. 

Reconciliation Week  
Throughout Reconciliation Week this year we provided information in Team Time, educating students on the week, 
it’s history and the significant dates attached to Reconciliation Week. We had performances from a community 
Pacific Islander dance group which included some of our students as well as our Aboriginal girls dance group. As 
further education, Malanka Braes hosted an in-depth forum consisting of staff and community members who provided first-hand experience and/or 
their views on the significance of Sorry Day, The 1967 Referendum and Mabo Day. Students were then given the opportunity to write what their 
understanding of what Reconciliation meant to them on cardboard hands, which were stuck in the grounds and displayed for the community to see. 
At the end of the week staff designed a Kahoot survey to test the knowledge of the students based on the learned information and we were very 
overwhelmed with the attentiveness and respect the students obviously displayed which was evident in the results for each Team Time group.  
So, on behalf of the Aboriginal Education team, we would like to extend a massive thank you to all staff and students for the respect you showed 
throughout Reconciliation Week, we really appreciate it! 

 
 
 
 



 
 
NAIDOC Week   
Our NAIDOC celebrations this year consisted of a number of different workshops that all staff and students were engaged in. The workshops 
ranged from Artefacts and Bush tucker, Didge and Dance, Traditional Art and Craft, Cooking, Traditional games, Kinship and Healing Country 
which was the theme for this year’s NAIDOC. These activities were happening throughout the day with our celebrations concluding with a powerful 
dance performance delivered by our girls dance group and another dance group who facilitated the dance workshop on the day. This was a great 
day had by all. 
Again, we would like to thank everyone for their respect and engagement throughout the day. 
In closing, we want to thank our Jr AECG Team Time and aspiring leaders who, first and foremost, put together a plan for both events. In addition 
to the planning, they led workshops, assemblies and forums for Reconciliation and NAIDOC Week, with the assistance of our dedicated staff who 
brought their ideas to reality and ensured it had the impact and success we had all hoped for. 

Shaun Skuthorpe 
Aboriginal Education Officer 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PD/H/PE 

Syllabus Spotlight: Value Movement 
PD/H/PE focuses explicitly on the value of movement, physical activity, physical literacy, and physical education. It 
concentrates on developing the movement skills and concepts students need to participate in physical activities with 
confidence and competence. The knowledge, understanding, skills, values, and attitudes students develop through movement 
in PD/H/PE will allow them to: 

• develop an understanding of how and why we move and how we can improve physical performance. 

• experience challenges and opportunities to enhance a range of personal and social skills and behaviours that 

contribute to healthy, safe, and active lifestyles. 

• participate in ongoing physical activity across their lifespan to achieve positive health outcomes. 

Open Boys Cricket 
On Thursday, July 29, a group of 12 students represented the school in the open boy’s cricket Jim De Courcy Shield round of 
16 match against Maitland High School. After losing the toss and being sent into the field the boys fought extremely hard and 
were able to contain Maitland to a competitive total of 228. Jacob Tudball finishing with the figures of 3/19 from his 8 overs. 
Our run chase started positive with Jaden Lambert and Jacob Tudball putting on a 50-run opening partnership before Jacob 
was dismissed for 27. Cameron Hughes then joined Jaden in the middle and the pair where able to put on a 90-run partnership 
before Jaden was finally dismissed for the highest score of the match with 72. Cameron was able to continue batting before 
he was dismissed for 54. Unfortunately, we were unable to chase down the total with the team finishing 9/188 after our 40 
overs. A massive congratulations to all our players who should be extremely proud of their effort.  
Thank you to parents, carers, and Mr Cohen for supporting the students to engage in this opportunity. Organisation of sporting matches at this 
moment is quite challenging so persisting to ensure students can play is appreciated by the school.  

Harmonie Attwill 
Head Teacher 
 

LANGUAGE - JAPANESE (日本語)          

konnichi wa! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the last newsletter, I made the announcement that our school had been successful in joining the Australian Olympic Connect Tomodachi (friends) 
program. This is a program based around the Olympics which promotes the Olympic values of friendship, respect, and excellence. The program 

has ともだち(Tomodachi) in its title to signify the importance of friendship and relationship building in this connection between our two countries 

through our youth. 

We hope our connection and future communications build a lasting friendship between our school and our partner school, Ibaraki Shinonome Junior 
High School, Osaka, Japan. This is the school website Ibaraki Shinonome Junior High School. You are able to view it in English. 

We have had two ZOOM meetings with our partner school. Students engaged in the meetings enthusiastically and had lots of fun. The Japanese 
school is on their summer holidays now until September, but when school resumes, we plan to continue with ZOOM meetings.

http://www.educ.city.ibaraki.osaka.jp/cms/jh09/htdocs/
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We exchanged letters with students in preparation for ZOOM meetings to learn a little about each other.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Taiko Drumming Workshop  

In Term 2 Week 10,  Year 7 and elective Music students had the opportunity to participate in a 50-minute Taiko Drumming Workshop at school. 
Students learned how to play the Taiko, the importance of teamwork and manners through this energetic workshop. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Japanese Club meets Week A Tuesday and Week B Thursday during lunch (2nd break) in D6. Students enjoy playing games in Japanese, 
watching anime, drawing manga and listening to Japanese popular music (JPop). It is an opportunity for students to enjoy spending time with others 
who have an interest in Japanese culture. All students from Years 7-12 are welcome. 

Technology GO!! It is important that devices are charged each evening so they can be used as required in lessons. Learning activities are posted 
on Google Classroom and language learning websites are used in most lessons. If students want to type in Japanese script, they can install 
Japanese IME onto their device. BEWARE: When installing, take care that the display language is ticked as English, otherwise everything will be 
in Japanese script!  

Sharon Waller 
Teacher 

 
VACCINATIONS 
The next vaccination round for Year 7 students will be late in Term 3. There is expected to be catch up vaccinations on the same day. Any new 
Year 7 student who has not been vaccinated and wishes to be added to the vaccination program at school need to see Mrs Bull to collect a 
permission note. 

Jean Bull 
Vaccination Coordinator 
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SUPPORT 

As usual, support have had a busy and awesome start to the term! Students have engaged in a wide range of hands-on learning activities to extend 
their skills in a range of practical areas.  
Larz, Conner and Alex led by the expert guidance of Mr Brooker have put their carpentry skills to the test to build furniture for the S4 classroom. 
As part of this semester's HSIE focus, students have used principles of sustainability by using recycled furniture  that they found in the school skip 

bin. Check out their great work, we are very proud of their efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nate has been working hard constructing The Gauntlet off Avengers End Games.  This woodwork project is also made 
from recycled timber from the TAS room. The project involved Nate using woodwork, drawing and creative arts and 
mathematics. The finished product showcases Nates hard work and eye for detail.  

 
Students are continuing to cook a variety of different dishes. Our cooking lessons provide a great opportunity for our 
students to build on their team-work and social skills whilst learning their way around a kitchen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The support classes have been learning about the Olympics and Paralympics games and their history. We are wishing all our Aussie athletes the 
best for the events in Tokyo and will be watching and supporting them closely! 

Olivia Hay  
Teacher 

 

CAREERS AND TRANSITION 

What’s Happening 

Another busy start to the term for the Careers and Transition Team. We have had many Year 10 students engaging with us over the last two weeks 

seeking assistance and guidance with their subject selections for 2022. We have been lucky that the recent Covid-19 threat has not prevented 

students from engaging with Work Experience and we have been creating partnerships with local businesses and many students are engaging in 

the program.  
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Whitecard Training 

Currently TAFE NSW are offering students the opportunity to complete free Whitecard training due to the skill shortages in the Construction Industry. 

A Whitecard (or general construction induction card) is required for workers who want to carry out construction work. People who need a Whitecard 

include site managers, supervisors, surveyors, labourers and tradespeople, people who access operational construction zones (unaccompanied 

or not directly supervised by an inducted person) and workers whose employment causes them to routinely enter operational construction zones. 

We are lucky to be able to provide our students with this amazing opportunity and have secured three training dates for Term 3. We have already 

had 20 students complete the free training on Thursday July 15 and notes have been issued for the second training day on  August 4, 2021. The 

final training day will on September 9. Further information and notes for this date will be available later in the term.  

Work Experience  

Many students have been out in the community on Work Experience. We would like to thank all the businesses and their employees that support 

our Work Experience Program and provide students with workplace mentoring and the opportunity to be hands on, in an industry area of interest. 

We are also very proud of the students. We have had positive feedback from businesses saying that students have been very enthusiastic and 

shown great initiative in the workplace. Most have stepped out of their comfort zones and have not been afraid to get their hands dirty and learn 

new workplace skills. 

The following students have engaged in work experience in the last month: 

Dakoda Duley - Dash Hair Studio 

Alyssa Kehoe - CJD Equipment 

Angus Laver – Branxton Pet World 

Lilly Peters - RNB Hair and Beauty 

Leah Davidson – Koala Glass  

Ella Oldfield – Montessori  

Lacey Levett – Studio K Hair 

Kouper Cochrane- VCV Newcastle 

Community Partnership in Action - Whiddon Retirement Village Visit 

In July, a number of students from FGHS who are interested in careers in the Allied Health sector were invited to visit Whiddon Retirement Village. 

Whiddon Retirement Village is located at Largs, a small historical town situated on the outskirts of Maitland and has been supporting our elderly 

citizens in the local area for over 70 years.  

Students spent the day at the village and were involved in a variety of activities. They took time out to talk with some of the residents, they discussed 

career pathways with the employees and experienced what it would be like to work in this most important area of health in NSW. The students 

enjoyed the day and are now more certain than ever that this is the area of work they would like to pursue. 

The Director of Care Services at Whiddon, has now invited the students to participate in a long-term partnership arrangement with the school. This 

program would provide students who are interested in gaining hands on experience in the aged care sector to visit the retirement village one day 

per week as part of the Francis Greenway High School’s ‘Find My Way Program’. 

This partnership will be a great opportunity for our students to connect with this important community sector and will also allow them to create 

future pathways into career opportunities. 

 

 

 

 
Willa Kennedy 
Career and Transition Team  

 

Whiddon Retirement Village visit 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/regulation/2017/404/chap6/part6.1/sec289
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Thank you to these companies for supporting students on Work Experience. 
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Community and Business Partnerships 
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